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Christmas is a special time at Pumpkin House, where two dolls named Sethany Ann and Nicey

Melinda live. Every Christmas they invite their friends to join them for an elegant dinner party

and a marionette show. The dolls have fun getting ready for their party: They send out

invitations to their guests by Sparrow Post, decorate their very own Christmas tree with silver

nutmegs and golden pears, and prepare doll-size cookies and other treats for the party. Then

at “candlelight-time” on Christmas Day the guests begin to arrive, and the evening isn’t over

until the last carol has been sung around the tree.Tasha Tudor’s delightful tale captures all the

charm and magic of an old-fashioned Christmas shared with your dearest friends. Beautifully

illustrated in nostalgic watercolor paintings, this eBook with audio is sure to be treasured.

About the AuthorTasha Tudor(1915–2008) was a Caldecott artist with more than ninety books

to her credit. She was known across the world for her glowing watercolor depictions of the

American rural scene of a century ago and for her exquisite paintings of children, flowers, and

animals. Tasha Tudor was also the illustrator of A Child’s Garden of Verses, The Night Before

Christmas, The Springs of Joy, A Tale for Easter, A Time to Keep, The Dolls’ Christmas, All for

Love, Pumpkin Moonshine, A is for Annabelle, and 1 is One, a Caldecott Honor Book.
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I HAVE A SPECIAL FONDNESS FOR THIS BOOK.For many years, my family and I celebrated

our own dolls’ Christmas, and it became a holiday tradition we all cherished.My fascination for

dolls and dollhouses began when I was seven years old and my mother made me a dollhouse

for Christmas. We named it “Pumpkin House” because it was magical, just like the pumpkin in

the Cinderella tale. I believed in that magic all through my childhood years.Later, as a young

mother, I needed something to keep my children busy while I prepared Christmas dinner and

decorated the tree. To have the dolls celebrate Christmas seemed like the perfect diversion. As

the children got older, it became much more elaborate, evolving into a large celebration with

their friends, dolls, and stuffed animals. Before long thewhole family got involved, and the dolls’

marionette show became a project everyone enjoyed working on.The dollhouse was quite real

to all of us. By celebrating the dolls’ Christmas, we were able to enjoy Christmas twice. My

children learned the very essence of giving as they made gifts for the dolls to give to each

other. Eventually, the dolls came to epitomize the spirit of goodwill, both for me and my

children.It was all great fun and those memories are among my happiest. The Tudor dolls

continue to celebrate Christmas even though my children now have children of their own.

Magic isn’t meant to be limited to childhood. If properly nourished, it will last a lifetime.—Tasha

Tudor

ONCE UPON A TIMEthere were two very old dolls who lived with two little girls in an old red

house. The dolls’ names were Sethany Ann and Nicey Melinda. The girls’ names were Laura

and Efner.Sethany Ann was French and very elegant. Nicey Melinda wasn’t elegant but she

was full of character. She had the brightest eyes of blue glass and a nose quite worn down

from generations of loving and scrubbing.The dolls were extremely fortunate for they had a

house all their own, which was named Pumpkin House.

Sethany and Nicey were not dollhouse dolls at all; they were large dolls, over a foot tall. What

was so wonderful about Pumpkin House was that it was the right size for large dolls. It took up

the side of a room and even turned the corner. Efner had to stand on a chair to reach the

second floor. Pumpkin House had a kitchen, two bedrooms, a bathroom, a parlor, a dining

room, a front hall, a conservatory with real pots of plants, and a live turtle named Ezekiel. The

house had everything two dolls could need, from an iron stove in the kitchen to a complete set

of china in the dining-room cupboards. It even had electric lights and a handsome horsehair

sofa.Every year at Christmas, Sethany and Nicey had a dinner party and a Christmas tree of

their own, and after dinner they had a marionette show given especially in their honor, to which

they invited all their friends. Laura and Efner sent out the invitations on doll-size notepaper by

Sparrow Post.

Helen, “Excellent condition, great value, childhood classic. This copy was in excellent

condition, better than expected, and a terrific value for the price. This book is a family treasure

and I wanted a copy to give as a gift to my teenage daughter’s English teacher. This fit the bill

perfectly.”
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K.L.Taylor, “dear stories from a lovely lady.. Lovely as always. I always enjoy the sweet

illustrations for Tasha Tudor.”

Jennifer, “A favourite book from childhood. I was so excited to see this book on Amazon. This

was definitely my favourite book as a child. The Christmas story of Nicey Melinda and Sethany

Ann with all their friends in Pumpkin House is timeless.”

Sue Phillips, “The Doll's Christmas.... Wonderful book! Sparks the imagination. Allows the

young children to imagine and learn as they play in the world of dolls.”

TStroh, “love this book. This is an adorable book. Great story for children and adults. Talented

author. Would recommend this as a great summer read.”

Isabelle Waiting, “Wonderful Book. I loved the book. I have been collecting dollhouses,

dollhouse furniture, dolls,bears, all my life. I love the idea of moving Christmas into the

dollhouse... will be doing the same thing mynext year. The book arrived in excellent condition

and with good speed.Thank you so much. Isabelle”

Joyce Matthews, “A Christmas Story for The Ages. I bought this precious little book for my

daughters when they were small, in the 1970's, and had just received a doll's house for

Christmas. Tasha Tudor's delightful story and illustrations of her own daughters' dolls (and

elaborate doll house) were the inspiration for my girls' adoption of a dolls' Christmas party, and

brought the request for marionettes into the next year's pre-Christmas conversation.The story,

which is the true tale of Tudor's own daughters' Christmas celebration, focuses on the

anticipation of the season and the girls' organization of a special tea party for friends and their

dolls (the boys would arrive later in the afternoon, just in time for the marionette show). Their

sortie into the snow to find a doll-size tree, the making of tiny tea treats and the description of

the delightful laughter that accompanied the activities create a cheerful picture that will have

children asking again and again to 'please read it to us!'This Christmas, I was fortunate to find

a copy through Amazon to give to my two young granddaughters, who are the same age my

girls were when they received it. Now they will have a year to plan their own celebration - and

with two experienced aunties to encourage them, who knows what will happen!”

The book by Tasha Tudor has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 36 people have provided feedback.
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